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Cats Behavior signs 

Happy and friendly cat 
 Body is generally relaxed.  

 Tail carried high with the tip hanging over the back or relaxed and low.  
 Ears erect.  
 Eyes are wide open or if completely relaxed may appear half closed.  

 Whiskers in neutral position.  

                                                

Frightened / timid cat 
 Body low to the ground making itself look small.  

 Generally the ears are laid flat on the head.  
 Whiskers are laid back or flattened against the face.  
 Tail may be under the body.    

                                  

Defensive cat 
 Tail is erect and fluffed up.  
 Back arched and ears flat to head.  

 Whiskers back and pupils dilated.  
 Hissing. 
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Aggressive / ready to pounce cat 

 Tail low and swishing.  
 Straight back with head in line with the body.  
 Ears forward.  

 Whiskers bristling forward.  
 Hissing with mouth open and teeth bared.  

 Claws out. 

                       

Tail language 
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Total body language 

  

 

Head and eyes language 
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