Animal welfare education

Companion animals ages 6-7
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  Thinking numbers




Children are encouraged to think about responsible pet ownership. This activity uses word problems and the four number operations to calculate the cost of keeping a pet.
	


	

	

Learning objectives
Children should learn:

· that pets need to be looked after. 

· that humans have a responsibility to ensure the well-being of animals.

Expectations 
At the end of this session:

· most children: know that animals have needs just like humans, and that these needs include food, water, companionship, a suitable place to live, being looked after by a vet if they are ill, and the freedom to behave naturally. They begin to appreciate the ways in which humans have a responsibility towards all animals. 



	

	


	

	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	

	

	



What you need: 


Photo of a dog 


Worksheet Counting the cost? 





Starter activity�How much?�Ask the pupils if they have ever thought about how much it costs to look after a pet and explain they will work on the example of owning a dog. 


Ask the pupils to suggest a list of all the things they would need to adopt a dog. 


How much do they think it costs to look after a dog for one year? 


Write their guesses down and leave them on the board until the pupils have completed the activity.





Main activity�Counting the cost�Give each child the worksheet Counting the cost? Ask the pupils to find out how much all the different things on the sheet cost. If they can, they could also visit a local vet and ask how much vet bills might be. 


In the classroom, ask the pupils to compare figures. Put the figures on a whiteboard. 


Ask the pupils to work out how much a new dog owner would need to spend, when they first get their dog, to have everything to look after it properly. 


Assuming the dog needs one tin of dog food a day and a bag of mixer a month, how much will it cost to feed the dog for one week, one month or one year? 


Whose guess was closest to the final figure? 


Are the pupils surprised how much it costs to look after a dog?





Note: To make the exercise more difficult, also ask the pupils about some of the things not mentioned on the worksheet: pet insurance, kennel costs and specific veterinary treatments.








Follow-up activity�The real cost�Look at the pupils' original guesses and ideas on costs. Ask the pupils what they have learned and invite individuals to come forward and correct their original guesses on the board. 


Explain that many pets are not cared for properly. Why do they think this might be? 


Explain that many people don't do the important research that the class has done to calculate the cost of owning a pet before they get one.








Did you know? 


Below are the yearly costs of keeping a dog in the UK.  What are the costs in your currency?  Are the costs proportionally the same in your country?  





Yearly costs of keeping a dog in the UK:��£50 lead, grooming brush, bed, toys �Veterinary bills: �£30 yearly vaccination �£40 flea and worm treatments �£292 dog food bills - (one 80p tin a day for 365 days) �£90 dog food mixer £7.50 a month �£502 total �If you add in two weeks in a kennel, one sickness visit to the vet and health insurance, the total figure per year comes out at £650











