Animal welfare education

Companion animals ages 5-6
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  Pets need

This activity looks at the basic needs of animals and the basic needs of humans through comparison and contrast.  Children work with photos and worksheets to produce posters by the end of the lesson. 







Learning objectives
Children should learn: 

· that all humans have basic needs. 

· that all animals have basic needs. 

· to compare and contrast the needs of a pet to the needs of humans. 

· to acknowledge similarities and differences.

Expectations
At the end of this session:

· most children: know that animals have needs just like humans, and that these needs include food, water, companionship, a suitable place to live, being looked after by a vet if they are ill, and the freedom to behave naturally. They begin to appreciate the ways in which humans have a responsibility towards all animals - wild animals, farm animals and pets. 










What you need: 


Worksheet: Pets need 


Photos of pets Photo of a human 


Pet care items: bowls, food, bed, collar, toy 


Scissors 


Coloured pencils, felt-tips 


Large sheets of paper 








Starter activity�Basic needs�Use a selection of images, props and key words to create a display of pets' needs. Focus the pupils' attention. 


Talk through the basic needs of animals. 


Find a picture of a human. 


Ask the pupils if humans need anything different from animals. 


Leave the display up through the next activity.








Main activity�In the picture


Work in mixed-ability groups; appoint a reader and a leader for each group. 


Give each group a photo of a different pet. 


Give each group of pupils the worksheet Pets need. Ask them to cut out all the things on the worksheet. 


Give the groups a large piece of paper and attach the photo of the pet in the middle. 


Ask the reader to read out the cards to the group one by one. 


Ask the groups to discuss each card and decide if it applies to their animal. If it does they can attach it to their sheet.


If the groups aren't sure what a word means or can't understand the card, they can either leave it to one side or ask. 


At the end of the activity the groups should have created a simple poster showing everything the animals need to be healthy and happy. 








Class discussion�Put up the pupils' work around the classroom and ask each group to talk through what they think their animal needs. Other pupils can discuss and suggest anything they have missed out or put in incorrectly.








Subject variations courtesy of Humanebeing Training & Consultancy 





Literacy


Have a box of mixed toy animals and sort out into pet/not a pet and discuss why


Use puppets to tell a story about a pet that is not being well cared for.  Ask how they would feel if they were that pet.


Pass a puppet around the class and ask each child to tell about a time when they felt sad


Talk about being kind/unkind


Set up a class vet’s surgery for the role-play – use toy animals as patients & take turns being pet owner, vet & nurse


Numeracy


Make a chart showing which children have pets


Make a time-line showing all the things we have to do for our pet each day and compare this with a time-line of what we do each day ourselves.  Some will be similar and some will be different


Science


Have a box or a bag of items needed to care for a dog.  Ask a child to choose one item and then discuss what it is used for and how it makes the dog’s life better (e.g. brush for keeping its coat clean, collar, identity tag and lead to keep it safe.)


Art/craft


Make a mobile for each of the different pets kept by the children and the things each of them needs.  Pictures can be cut from magazines, labels from tins of food or pictures can be drawn.  Label the items.


Make a thumb and finger print pet (e.g. print thumb for the body and finger for the head and then add features with colouring pens)








