Animal welfare education

Companion animals ages 5-7
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  How do we look after pet animals? 


	This session focuses on which animals make good pets and how to care for them. 

Learning objectives
Children should learn: 

· that pets need to be looked after 

· that all animals should be treated with respect 

· that all animals have needs.

Expectations
At the end of this session: 

· most children: know that animals have needs just like humans, and that these needs include food, water, companionship, a suitable place to live, being looked after by a vet if they are ill, and the freedom to behave naturally. They begin to appreciate the ways in which humans have a responsibility towards all animals - wild animals, farm animals and pets. 



	

	


	



What you need:





A selection of photos of different pet animals, farm animals and wildlife


Pens and paper





Starter activity�Review basic needs�Run through the basic needs for animals. Some children could make a grid to compare the needs of different animals, such as carnivores, herbivores and rodents. 








Main activity�Good pets�Show the pupils pictures of different animals and ask them to say which they would like to have as a pet. Ask them to explain their choices. Include some pictures of farm animals and wildlife. This will make the pupils giggle, but it should also make them think about why some animals make good pets and others do not. Talk about the way different animals live and what they need to be happy and healthy. Could you keep a cow in your bedroom? Would a fox be happy in a cage? 





How do we look after our pets?�When you have a shortlist of potential pets, ask the pupils to work in groups and to talk about what one of the animals on your list would need. Encourage the pupils to listen to what the others in their group have to say. As a whole class, ask each group in turn to contribute one need. Collate these on the board. Do any of the pupils have their own pets? 





Encourage them to talk through the daily or weekly routine involved in caring for their pets.





Show the pupils examples of equipment that helps us to look after pets, such as a brush, collar, food bowl and so on. Talk about other aspects of pet care, such as going to the vet's and arranging for the animal to be looked after if you go on holiday. Make sure the pupils understand that it is a huge responsibility to have a pet. It takes a lot of time and commitment and can be expensive.








Follow-up activity�How hard is it?�Ask the pupils what they have learned about keeping a pet. Ask them how they feel about people who don't care for their pets properly. Invite them to explain what, if anything, they might do differently as a result of this activity. 





Work in groups, with a list of different pets. Each group should decide which pets are the most difficult to look after and which are not so difficult. Place the pets in order, from least to most difficult. The groups may have different ideas, which they can discuss. Alternatively, use soft toys for this activity. 








Extra activity


Vet’s corner





Create a vet's corner or surgery. You will need boxes and soft toy animals. Put one animal in a box with a card that says, for instance, 'The dog has a sore paw' or draw a picture and ring where the dog is hurt. Add the things that the animal needs to be treated, such as a toy syringe, paper lampshade to stop it biting its stitches and vaseline for ointment. You could also provide a toy phone, and writing pads for making appointments. Old white shirts make good vets' coats and a toy medical kit will be popular.�
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