Animal welfare education

Companion animals ages 7-11


	[image: image1.png]


  Exotic animals as pets


	This activity focuses on the importance of responsible pet ownership for all animals, including exotics with children playing a game involving speed reading and listening for specific information. They can try out their powers of persuasion in a mini role play.

Learning objectives
Children should learn: 

· about different animal welfare issues and how these are presented in the media 

· to contribute ideas, discuss issues and listen to the views of others.

Expectations
At the end of this session: 

· most children: know that we all have a responsibility towards animals, and that there are laws to protect them. They recognise that different pets have different needs, and that not everyone makes a suitable pet owner. 

 

	

	


	

	

	

	


What you need:





Photos of various pets including some exotic animals (optional)


Paper & pens


Sticky notes or something to stick notes to a board





Starter activity�What makes a good pet?�Ask the class which animals make good pets. Why? (If you have not already done so, make a class list.) Write a selection of common pets, such as dog, cat, goldfish, hamster, on sticky notes and put them on the board. Which are the easiest and which are the hardest to look after? Can pupils put them in order? Alternatively, put a sign at one end of the room that says 'Easy' and one at the other end that says 'Difficult'. Use images of pets, and in groups, ask pupils where they would stand between these two points for each animal. Encourage pupils to justify their opinions. Give them a time limit. 





To simplify the activity, give each group a photo of a pet to discuss whether it is easy or difficult to look after. A spokesperson for each group could place the photo in the Easy to Difficult scale and explain why they think it belongs there. 





Use these ideas to compile a list of criteria that make pets easier to look after. This will not just depend on the animal's needs, but also the knowledge and commitment of the pet owner. 








Main activity�Exotic pets�Introduce the idea of exotic (non-domestic) animals as pets. Show the class photos of exotic animals. Do they know what each one is? Define an exotic pet. For example, animals that have only recently become household pets, usually from tropical countries. 


Work in groups to make a list of what pupils can find out about exotic animals. Focus on one animal, such as the green iguana, or do a general search. You could provide children with some information on four or five exotic animals and do the snowballing activity, below. 








Snowballing�In pairs, speed read the information on exotic animals. Each pair is looking for specific details, such as habitat, diet, size it will grow to, length of life. Set a time limit. When the time is up, each pair should find another pair and swap two facts. Continue until all the groups have shared their facts. Review what the class has learned. 





Ask pupils to find out more about exotic pets. Do they think exotic animals are easy to look after? Where would they put different exotic animals on the Easy to Difficult to look after scale of pets? 








Follow-up activity�Mini role play�Work in pairs. Half the class are As and half Bs. As have to persuade Bs that exotic animals make good pets. Remember exotic pets' needs. Bs have to persuade As the opposite. 











