Animal welfare education

Companion animals ages 5-6
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  Our pet needs

Children are introduced to the concept of human and animal needs through comparison. This can be extended by looking at how animals communicate their needs. Activities include a guessing game using realia and brainstorming.



	

	

	Learning objectives
Children should learn:

· that all humans have needs. 

· that all animals have needs. 

· in group discussions, to take different views into account while developing their ideas.

Expectations
At the end of the session: 

· most children: know that animals have needs just like humans and that these needs include food, water, companionship, a suitable place to live, being looked after by a vet if they are ill, and the freedom to behave naturally. 

 

	

	





Starter activity�Humans and animals �Draw a picture of a smiling child in the middle of the whiteboard or on a piece of paper. 


Ask the pupils what they think they need to be healthy and happy. Write words around the drawing of the child as the pupils suggest them. 


Show them a photo of a pet. Ask the pupils to name the animal and explain that it is a pet. Explain that people keep pets because they like them and they enjoy looking after them. 


Stick the photo of the pet over the picture of the child. Ask the pupils to think about all the different things the pet needs. Are some of them the same as a child needs?








Main activity�Pet detectives�Show the pupils the box with the pet care items in. 


Ask the pupils to pick things out of the carrier one by one and say what each thing is and how they think it is used to look after an animal. 


After everything has come out of the box ask the pupils to try to guess what type of animal needs all the things in the box. 


Introduce a soft toy dog and ask the pupils to help look after it using the different things in the pet carrier.





VARIATION: The stray dog game


Create a trail using all the different things that an animal may need.  In groups children find them then talk about why an animal needs each thing.








Follow-up activity�Animal homes�Using the Worksheet Who lives here? and the photos of the animals ask pairs or groups of pupils to match the animal with its home. 


Do they notice anything about the animal home? As an example, the rabbit's home has an indoor and outdoor space. 


Can they point out some of the features of the home? 


What do they think the animal likes about the home?





What you need: 


Photos of pet animals 


A box with pet care items - for example a dog will need: a collar, name tag, lead, dog food, bed/blankets, pretend medicine, dog toy, grooming brush 


Worksheet Who lives here? (Extra activity)





Extension activity: Animal charades





Use this simple game to show how animal behaviour gives us clues about what an animal needs.  Create a stack of cards with different things written on like, ‘I’m thirsty’, ‘I’ve hurt my paw’, ‘My ear hurts’.  





Sat in a circle, children take turns to choose a card and act out how an animal might communicate this to us while everyone else guesses.











