Animal welfare education

Companion animals ages 11-14
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  Campaigning for change

	

	In this activity students plan and/or carry out a campaign on an animal welfare issue. 

Animal welfare objectives:
Students should learn: 

· to understand who influences the way animals are treated 

· to have researched and understood an animal welfare issue.

Learning objectives:
Students should learn:

· to consider different ways of trying to achieve changes in the law 

· to consider the part people play in creating social pressure, both individually and by joining together 

· about the role of public opinion in politics and in influencing government agendas.

Expectations:
At the end of this session: 

· most students: evaluate how media sources both inform and affect our understanding of the issue, and appreciate that differing viewpoints can lead to conflicting demands for action. They recognise the need to consider the balance of the competing rights and responsibilities involved. They consider other people's experiences and explain views that are not necessarily their own. They know of the work of relevant community-based, national and/or international public services and voluntary groups 

 

	


	

	


What you need:





Examples of campaign or advertising posters


Worksheet:  Campaign Journey (optional)





Main activity�The campaign journey 


Show students a selection of campaign or advertising posters with the writing covered over. Ask them to create appropriate slogans or headings for each of the campaign posters. Ask students to compare with the originals. Which do they prefer? Why? 


Groups decide on an issue for their campaign – if they have access to the internet, they can use the RSPCA campaigns website. They explore a range of campaigns and decide on the focus for their own. 


Students may add some difficult ideas to their plan, e.g. liberating captive animals, violent protest, obstruction or harassing the people involved. Discuss these with them.








Starter activity�Campaign preparation 


Explain to the students that they are going to be running their own animal welfare campaign. Discuss any campaigns that they already know about. 


The students will need to decide on their target audience. 





Follow-up activity�Was it a success? 


Students share their campaign choices and explain why they chose this issue to support. 


Students carry out the campaign, and then present ideas about the success of their campaign and which techniques were most effective. 








Groups plan their campaign using the worksheet Campaign journey .   If you don’t have access to the worksheet, ask students to copy the following from the board:





What is our campaign about?


Who is our target audience?


What do we want to achieve?


Who will be responsible for each task?


What will our campaign include?


Has our campaign been successful?  How do we know?


What are its strengths and weaknesses?








At the end of the planning period, groups present their campaigns. Conduct a class vote on which campaign to support. 











